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synthesis of specific target enzymes has been shown to be a 
powerful technique. 
The book is up-to-date and covers the latest advances in the field 
and is written by researchers in the forefront of the subject. I would 
recommend it to all post-graduate students, lecturers and research 
workers with an interest in plant biochemistry. 
Peter J. Lea 
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This publication presents the content of a 1992 Ciba 
Foundation Symposmm whose topic was the brainchild of 
Professor Julian Davies and Dr. Dudley Williams. The format 
mirrors that of similar Symposia with mdividual presentations 
being followed by detailed coverage of ensuing discussion. The 
latter. in particular, provides a scientifically stimulating text which 
is both instructive and, at times, humorous. 
The participant list is distmguished and many of the written 
presentations are excellent. The volume. not surprisingly, features 
a wide range of topics. Secondary metabolites provide real 
diversity with respect to their chemistry. their sources and their 
potential functions, to name but three examples of many. Indeed, 
this very diversity raises the important question as to why the vast 
majority of known secondary metabolites are produced at all. 
Predictably this long standing and controversial aspect is at the 
centre of much of the reported discussion. Nevertheless, although 
this particular mystery remains mainly unresolved the current use 
of certain secondary metabolites in clinical medicine provides in 
itself a compelling reason for their continued study. 
Although considerably more work is required to implicate 
secondary metabohtes as important agents in such areas as 
evolution. gene regulation or cell development, an increase m their 
commercial exploitability is perhaps a closer goal. There are huge 
potential benefits here linked to possible discovery of, for example, 
new antiviral and antifungal agents. Come what may, however, 
this Ciba Foundation Symposium was clearly a well-worthwhile 
scientific enterprise and the publication of the proceedings 
provides an excellent addition to the scientific literature in this 
field of study. 
Michael Cannon 
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